
Your Dog Can Live 

Happily Ever After 
(even when you don’t) 



  

Since 2004, Top Dog Foundation has rescued senior dogs 

of every breed, size, shape, and color. Every day, we create 

a Second Act for ElderPups, welcoming senior dogs to loving 

and caring homes for the rest of their life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only 1 out of every 

5 dogs will finish out 

his or her life with the 

family who first took 

them home 

 

56% of dogs who 

are turned over to 

animal shelters never 

make it out alive 

 

Senior dogs face the 

greatest immediate 

risk of euthanasia, due 

only to age and health 

concerns 

We believe there is an opportunity to do better. 



What sets Top Dog Foundation apart is our commitment  

to change at least two lives with every rescue.   

 

A Home For Every Aging Heart 

When we adopt an ElderPup into a senior citizen home,  

we see health benefits for the senior citizen skyrocket.  
 

Hoover’s Taxi Network 

With Hoover’s Taxi Network—volunteers who ferry dogs 

to visit their people in assisted living—we help senior 

citizens NOT have to say goodbye to beloved dogs. 
 

Dogs & Angels 

Pet trusts help people plan for when they can no longer 

care for their dogs, ensuring that Top Dog will provide  

a home, love, and a lifetime of quality care.  
 

Top Dog Sanctuary 

When we bring a dog into the Sanctuary setting, we 

demonstrate a value for life that every senior deserves. 

Abandoned at age 14, Woody received the 

veterinary care he needed to thrive. He was 

adopted by a 79-year-old gentleman who says, 

“He lights up my life.” 

To learn more, visit us at TopDogFoundation.org 



 

 

 

Every Day Someone’s 

Loyal and Loving Friend  

is Left Behind 
 

Even the most conscientious dog owner 

can fail to account for every life scenario. 
 

Do you know—for sure—who will take 

care of your dog if something happens to 

you? 
 

With a Pet Trust, you can know for sure: 

You can legally designate who has control 

and care for your dog.  
 

We’re here to help.  
 

What is a Pet Trust? 
 

Put simply, a Pet Trust is the best way for you to ensure your pets’ well-

being should they outlive you, or should you become incapable of providing 

care. Working with an estate planner, you name a trusted caregiver and 

stipulate funds dedicated to the care of your pet. 
 

Your instructions for your pet are legally enforceable with a Pet Trust.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This planning guide includes resources to help develop a pet trust 

that suits your needs and the needs of the pets you love. It includes: 

             Things to Think About When Creating a Pet Trust 

Sample Pet Trust Plan for Dogs 

Top Dog Foundation Pet Trust Document 

Nonprofit Organizations as Pet Trust Caregivers 
    Questions to Ask When Selecting a Caregiver 



Pet trusts can be created  

for all kinds of pets.  
 

Although Top Dog Foundation rescues senior dogs, we are equipped to help people plan ahead 
for dogs of all ages. We will also help find caregivers for all pets when a pet trust funds their care. 
 
Top Dog Country Club and Top Dog Foundation-- a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization—have 
teamed up to provide dog parents the security of knowing their dog(s) will be cared for in the event 
of an untimely death. Top Dog Foundation’s Sanctuary and Top Dog Country Club—a vacation or 
daylong boarding facility for dogs founded in 2000—collaborate to establish Dogs & Angels, a 
program that addresses people’s desire to plan for their dogs after they are gone.   

What are my care options with 
Dogs & Angels? 
 
We offer three specific care plans based on 

your unique situation.    

 
1. Top Dog Foundation matches your 

dog with a carefully screened adoptive 

home. We monitor your dog’s quality of life 

in the new environment. And if needed, we 
welcome your dog to the Sanctuary at the 

appropriate time. Through your estate, you 

specify payment to Top Dog Foundation.  
 

2. Your dog meets the Sanctuary’s age 

and health criteria* and lives there. 
Enrollment fees are on a sliding scale, 

based on the age of the youngest owner at 

the time of enrollment. Payment can be 

made through a pet trust at the time of your 
death, or we offer significant discounts if 

you prepay when you create your pet trust.  

3.  You choose to have your dog live at 

Top Dog Country Club. Through your 

estate, you provide the annual cost of care 

plus 5% for a medical fund. When age and 

health warrant, your dog moves to the 

Sanctuary (right next door!) with its equal 

accommodations and onsite veterinary and 

rehabilitation care.  

 

Contact us to learn more about care options 

for your dog:   

612-276-2334  

TopDogFoundation.org 
   

* 10 or more years (adjusted by breed)  with treatable 

health issues.  



 

Things to Think About When Creating a Pet Trust 

We suggest you discuss these points with your attorney  

or planner if they pertain to you. 

 

Does your pet trust go into effect only when you die? Or can it be applied for a short 
term  situation (such as hospitalization) or a long term situation (such as assisted living)? 
 
How much money should be set aside?  What is reasonable to maintain the lifestyle and 
care of your pet? Think here about life expectancy and increasing costs of care as a pet 
ages. 
 
Identify the key persons to be the 1) trustee and 2) caregiver and also have backups/
successors for each of these roles. Life situations change. Talk frankly with each person 
about what they can do and their willingness to do it. Do not automatically expect your 
adult children or other relatives to really want the pet, keep the pet, or necessarily 
maintain the standard of care you expect.   
 
Where will the pet live? Do you need to provide funds to change any part of the location 
to fit the needs of the pet? 
 
Provide compensation to all caregivers.   
 
Document your choices. It is not unheard of for 
human beneficiaries of an estate to disagree 
with the choices and seek to sidestep providing 
funds or a home for a pet.  Cases exist where 
adult children disposed of the assets or the pet 
prior to a parent’s death to provide themselves 
with the funds, not the pet. Those parents 
didn’t know that would be their child’s actions 
(either).  
 
Who will be entitled to any funds remaining 
after the pet has died? A charity, rather than a person, may protect the pet from 
unnecessary euthanasia if no individual benefits from the pet’s death.  
 
What happens if the money runs out before the pet dies?  



  
To prepare for transfer of ownership, contact the 

microchip 
registry, breed registry, or rescue organization (if they 

have  
an adoption contract in effect*) that you have a pet 

trust. 
*For example, Top Dog Foundation requires adopted dogs 

to come back to the Foundation if the adopter is unable to 
care for the dog. We may honor an adopter’s request of 
where the dog will be placed if we agree with the 
placement. 

 
Include proof of ownership with the trust .A trust 
does not legally provide for the offspring of an animal 
unless the offspring is “alive” during your lifetime.  
 
Some special circumstances: a) Be specific on which 
animals must stay together; b) offspring of a covered 
animal are only included in the trust if they are alive  
within your lifetime;  working dogs (service dogs, 
show dogs, hunting dogs) may need special provisions described (such as continuing in 
that role or not, disposition of income from performance contracts if any, continuation of 
training).  
 
Consider establishing pet insurance to help with the costs of any extraordinary care that 
may arise. Does the pet insurance company need to be notified when the pet trust takes 
effect?  
 
Establish the criteria for euthanasia that may end the pet’s life. Describe the standards of 
care and quality of life, including consultation with a named veterinarian or need for at 
least two veterinarians to agree.  

 
 

Review our sample pet trust (next pages) for ideas on how to describe your 
standards of care as well as what details you want ensured for your pet.  



Sample Pet Trust Plan for Dogs 

You can and should be very specific in what you require for care.  

 
 

Animal Care Trust for the dogs of ……. 
 
 
Month Day, Year 
 
 
I currently have the following Pets: 
 

Dog’s Name –   Dog’s Breed   Chip # 444AXXXXX 

Dog’s Name –   Dog’s Breed   Chip # 4835XXXXX 

Dog’s Name –   Dog’s Breed  Chip # 493CXXXXX 
 
 
Upon my death or inability to care for my dogs, my Trustee shall set aside $250,000 in trust for 
the care of whatever dogs I own at the time of death or incapacitation.  
 
All dogs are insured with Trupanion Pet Insurance Policy # TU000XXXXXX, which provides 
unlimited care for covered medical issues at 90%. The trust will continue to pay the annual 
premiums to continue this care. If the money should run out before my dogs pass, other monies 
from my estate are to be reassigned to care for them.  
 
My dogs will continue to live in my home with a caretaker designated by my trustee and the 
board of advisors designated in my will. That person may (but does not have to be) the same as 
the person hired to oversee the operation of (my home).  My dogs are/will become the property 
of  xxxxxxxxx.  
 
The designated caretaker will be allowed to live in my home until such time as the last of my 
dogs pass. My trustee will make quarterly inspections of the premises and the dogs. My dogs are 
my children and my passion. It is not enough for them just to be cared for. My trustee/board of 
advisors must ensure that whoever is chosen for this role is loving and nurturing with them. They 
must never be struck by anyone. Positive reinforcement training will be used to deal with any 
concerns. 
 
After the last dog passes my home is to be (states disposition of home). 
 
No toxic chemicals may be used in my home, natural cleaning products to reduce toxic exposure 
for the dogs. 
 
My rule is that there must be someone on the property XXXX Avenue 24 hours per day. The 
property must never be unattended. My dogs will be with people 24 hours per day, so if their 
caregiver leaves for any amount of time and for any reason, the dogs will be taken over to 
(named location) so that they may be supervised. 
 



 

My dogs will interact with other dogs daily in group play at Top Dog Country Club as the staff 
deems appropriate based on their age / health. They will receive regular grooming as needed 
(every 6-8 weeks).  
 
They will be fed a quality raw diet. Stella & Chewy’s is preferred or a brand of like quality. 
Organic pureed vegetables (green beans, broccoli) will be added along with whatever 
supplements they take at the time their care is transferred, or as deemed appropriate by their 
vet / holistic veterinary sources. My dogs will remain within the fenced acreage areas of my 
estate to keep them safe. They must be on a secure leash any time they are outside of a fenced 
area and transported safely in crates when traveling by automobile. 
 
My dogs receive their veterinary care from (name animal hospital), (name location) with Dr. 
(name veterinarian) and Dr. (name veterinarian). They will be on a limited vaccination schedule 
receiving only puppy vaccines for distemper and rabies, and then titers thereafter for distemper 
and rabies. Other vaccines will be waived. They will not, under any circumstances, be given 
Frontline. They will take heartworm preventative (basic not plus) from June through September 
only. Natural products will be used like Wondercide for tick/flee control, shampoos, ear cleaners, 
etc. My dogs will have an annual wellness check including full blood work until age 8 and then 
twice annually thereafter. No expense will be spared to give them the medical care that they 
need, including and preferably holistic veterinary care; (name) veterinary specialty, and (name) 
Veterinary Hospitals, for emergency and specialty care. Their diagnosis and treatments should be 
completed by board certified specialists whenever possible.  
 
The decision to euthanize, if necessary, should be made by their caregiver and treating 
veterinarian. I do not wish for them to receive chemotherapy or radiation for any cancer 
diagnosis that may occur, but rather receive holistic nutrition and veterinary palliative care until 
such time that it is determined they no longer have quality of life and are in significant pain. 
When it is time, they should be euthanized in the arms of the caregiver and preferably at home 
through a service like MN Pets (mnpets.com) or other hospice veterinarian. I do not want their 
bodies to be frozen until cremation but rather taken to or picked up by Pet Cremation MN in 
Edina, MN (petcremationmn.com) for private/individual cremation only (no group cremation). 
Their ashes should be (states request for action). 
 
The remainder of my entire estate is donated to Top Dog Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non profit 
organization for the rescue of senior dogs.  
 
 
Name of Pet Parent 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Dogs & Angels Pet Trust Plan  
  

In the event of illness, injury, death, or other circumstances that prohibit my ability to care for my dog(s), Top Dog Foundation is 

to be immediately notified. Representatives of Top Dog Foundation are authorized to take custody and possession of my dog(s) 

for the purpose of carrying out the provisions for his/her/their care as provided in my Pet Trust or Will.   

  

TOP DOG FOUNDATION  
952-353-2122 / 612-276-2334 admin@topdogfoundation.org  

5120 Vega Avenue    

New Germany MN 55367  

  

Owner Name _____________________________________________________________________ DOB _____________  

Second Owner Name _______________________________________________________________ DOB _____________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________________________ State ______ Zip Code _______________  

Telephone (Cell) __________________________(Cell)___________________________(Home)_____________________  

Email _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Veterinarian’s Name__________________________________________________________________________________  

Veterinarian’s Telephone ______________________________________________________________________________  

Executor/Trustee’s Name ______________________________________________________________________________  

Executor/Trustee’s Telephone __________________________________________________________________________  

Attorney’s Name _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Attorney’s Telephone _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The most important thing we should know when we meet your dog is (tell us what will make your dog the most comfortable or at 

ease): 

   



TELL US ABOUT YOUR DOG (Please fill out this information for each dog)  
  

Name _____________________________________________ Breed ___________________________________  

Male ____ Female _______ DOB ______________________   Coat Color _______________________________  

Microchip ID # ______________________________________ Registry _________________________________  

Tattoo and/or Identification Marks _________________________________________________  

HISTORY  

Spayed or Neutered?  Yes _____ No ______ Housebroken Yes ______ No ________ 

Indoor _______ Outdoor ______ Both _________  

Can the dog be trusted to stay by itself in the house for extended periods of time? (If not, why?)  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Does the dog jump fences? If so, how high? __________________________________________  

Where does the dog sleep? _______________________________________________________  

What food, amount, and time of day is the dog normally fed? ___________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Describe any reaction to grooming, such as brushing, combing, toe nail clipping, bathing, brushing teeth 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

MEDICAL INFORMATION  

We will contact the veterinarian listed on page one for the most recent medical records. Please describe here any physical impair-

ments, medical issues, or injuries for which this dog has received treatment. Include any medications to date and describe special 

needs.  

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

BEHAVIOR AND TEMPERAMENT  

The Owner hereby states that this dog has not bitten a human or shown unprovoked aggression towards another domestic animal 

______________ (Owner’s Initials)  

  

OR  

Describe in detail any situation where this dog has bitten a human or shown aggression towards another domestic animal (attach 

additional pages if necessary).   



PLEASE CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY:   

    

BEHAVIORS  FEARS or NEGATIVE REACTIONS (DESCRIBE)  

    

Barks/Howls/Whine Cats ________________________________  

Dumps Trash Children   ____________________________  

Digs  Bicycles _____________________________  

Jumps on people  Fireworks  ___________________________  

Marks territory  Storms  _____________________________  

Roams  Loud Noises  _________________________  

Tears furniture/carpet  Motor vehicles _______________________  

  Passing cars  _________________________  

ACCEPTANCE  Reacts to uniforms ____________________  
  Strangers  ___________________________  

Handles steps Vacuums ____________________________ 

Walks well on leash   Other _______________________________ 

Rides well in car  

Crate trained 

   

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THIS DOG?    

    

One-person dog  Shy  

Active Stubborn 

Aggressive  Protective  

Destructive  Quiet  

Easy Going  Reserved  

Playful  Nervous  

Friendly  Neurotic  

Obedient  Noisy  

    

What ages of children has this dog regularly been exposed to and what is the dog’s reaction?  

  

Baby to 5 years _________________________________________________________________  

5+ to 9+ years __________________________________________________________________ 10 to 13 years 

__________________________________________________________________  

Older _________________________________________________________________________ 

    

 



 

PLEASE TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT YOUR PREFERENCES FOR CARE OF YOUR DOG THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN YOUR PET TRUST 

PROVISIONS (attach additional pages if you wish).   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
  

Please return this completed document to Top Dog Foundation, 5120 Vega Avenue, New Germany MN 55367.  You may contact 
us at admin @topdogfoundation.org or 612-276-2334.   
 

  

 

  

By signing below, I acknowledge and agree to each of these following statements:    

I understand that Top Dog Foundation will work to carry out my preferences for my dog’s care, including adoption into a 

vetted home or care at Top Dog Country Club or Top Dog Sanctuary, as specified in my Pet Trust or Will.    

     

In surrendering this dog to Top Dog Foundation, I, my family, and my legal representatives waive any rights, privileges, or 

information and identity concerning choice of foster or adoptive persons/families which will be the exclusive responsibility 

of Top Dog Foundation.       

     

To the best of my knowledge, all questions are answered accurately and as completely as possible and do not willfully 

misrepresent either the health or temperament of the relinquished dog/dogs.   

     

Top Dog Foundation has my permission to contact my veterinarian to discuss any questions related to this dog’s health 

history or care. Should any dog described in this document experience great intractable suffering or a very poor quality of life 

as judged by Top Dog Foundation and its veterinarians, I agree the dog will be humanely euthanized.    

        

I relieve Top Dog Foundation of all liability.     

            

I have the authority to enter into this agreement as owner(s) or keeper(s) of this animal.   

  

Owner’s Signature _________________________________________________ Date _____________  



Nonprofit Organizations as Pet Trust Caregivers 
 

If family and friends are not able or unwilling to provide the requested care for a pet, 

some nonprofit organizations can be a good choice. We offer some information below. 
 
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT YOU MUST CONTACT THE ORGANIZATION PRIOR TO INCLUDING 
THEM AS A CAREGIVER WITHIN A TRUST. Some have space limitations. 
 

Top Dog Foundation is a rescue organization and will also provide a sanctuary for those 
dogs that cannot be re-homed due to the demands of their care. 

 
Definitions 
 

Animal Rescues typically take in certain animals surrendered by their owners, taken from abusive homes, 
or homeless situations. Some rescues are breed and age specific. 
 

Animal Shelters, in general, are places where stray, lost, abandoned or neglected animals are brought. 
Often full so this often ends with the shelter euthanizing animals. Some shelters have no-kill policies in 
place but then have to turn away animals in need when they are full. 
 

Animal Sanctuaries are facilities where animals are brought to live and be protected for the rest of their 
lives. Sanctuaries typically do not adopt animals with individuals, but instead provide care until death. 
 
Options for Dogs 

Animal Humane Society, Golden Valley, MN 

For legacy donors only (specifically does not take pet trusts) 

Limited follow through with adopter (for a few months) 

May be returned to facility but no guarantee of future adoption 
 

Breed specific rescue groups   Shelters 

No pet trust program     No pet trust program 

Has specific expertise on the breed   High demand 

Limited availability of foster homes   Often have to turn dogs away 

Often have to turn dogs away    High likelihood of euthanasia (unless no kill) 
 

Multi-breed rescue organizations   Home For Life Sanctuary (Star Prairie, WI) 

No pet trust program     No pet trust program 

High demand      Sanctuary for unadoptable dogs (behavior, health, 

age) 

Often have to turn dogs away    No adoption option 

 

Top Dog Foundation / Top Dog Country Club (New Germany, MN) 

The only pet trust fulfillment organization that can provide three care options and any combination 

thereof along with life-long follow through and funding of dog’s care 

Has a specific pet trust program 

Focus is on dogs but will collaborate with other species rescues 

Adoption with life-long follow through (if needed, the dog must return to Top Dog Foundation for re-

adoption or a home at Top Dog Country Club or Top Dog Foundation Sanctuary) 

Live at Top Dog Country Club 

Live at Top Dog Foundation Sanctuary 

Hoover’s Taxi Network to visit previous owner in assisted living 

Not a shelter but a Top Dog Country Club style permanent home 

Tours available for planning meetings with dog parents 



Options for Horses 

Midwest Horse Welfare Foundation (Pittsville, WI) 

Rescue and Sanctuary 

Has pet trust program 

http://www.equineadoption.com/ 

Minnesota Hooved Animal Rescue Foundation (Zimmerman, MN) 

Rescue and Adoption 

https://mnhoovedanimalrescue.org/ 

 

Options for Parrots, Birds 

The Gabriel Foundation (Elizabeth, CO) 

Rescue and Sanctuary 

Has pet trust program 

https://thegabrielfoundation.org/ 

The Oasis Sanctuary (Benson, AZ) 

Rescue and Sanctuary 

Has pet trust program 

https://the-oasis.org/ 

 

Option for Dogs, Cats, Birds  

Stevenson Companion Animal Life-Care Center at Texas A & M University is a Sanctuary with an 

established pet trust program. They accept all companion animals except they have suspended 

acceptance of horses and donkeys due to space limits. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN SELECTING  A CAREGIVER 

How will an individual or nonprofit fulfill your requirements for your pet’s care? 

 

What is the process to get my pet to a safe place should something happen to me? 

What are the options for care – a permanent adoption placement, sanctuary, or ? 

What happens if you cannot find an adopter for my pet? 

Does your organization follow-up with the adopter for the life of my pet? 

What happens if the adopter can no longer care for my pet? 

What happens if the money I have set aside in my trust runs out? 

How will the decision to euthanize my pet be made? 



5120 Vega Avenue 

New Germany MN, 55367 
 

612-276-2334 • admin@topdogfoundation.org 


